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Data Sources: American Community Survey (ACS) and U.S. Veterans Eligibility Trends
and Statistics, 2015 (USVETS 2015)

» The primary data source is the 2015 ACS Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS). USVETS 2015 is
used to provide a view into utilization of VA services.

» The ACS is an ongoing survey that provides annual data on the social and economic characteristics of
the U.S. population.

» The ACS uses a series of monthly samples to produce annually updated data for the same small areas
(census tracts and block groups)formerly surveyed via the decennial census long-form sample.
» Data on the utilization of VA services is provided by USVETS 2015.

All comparative statements (Vietnam Veterans vs. Civilian Population) have undergone statistical

testing according to the method prescribed in the ACS technical documentation. Results are
significant at the 95% confidence level.

» A statistically significant difference simply means there is statistical evidence that there is a difference; it
does not mean the difference is necessarily large, important or significant in the usual sense ofthe word.

» No statistically significant difference means that there is statistical evidence that there is no difference
in the comparative percentages/rates.

Race categories are shown for the non-Hispanic population (e.g., White non-Hispanic, Black
non-Hispanic, Asian non-Hispanic). Hispanics can be of any race.
» The Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders category is abbreviated as “NHOPI”. They are also grouped
together with the “Asian” category.

» Other includes individuals who reported as belonging to “Some Other Race” or “Two or More Races”.
» American Indians and Alaska Natives are grouped together and are abbreviated as “AIAN”

» For more information about the ACS please visit the U.S. Census Bureau webiste.


https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/pums.html
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/statistical_testing/2015StatisticalTesting1year.pdf
http://www.census.gov/acs

Notes on Comparing Vietnam Veterans to Non-Veterans

> Between 1964 and 1973, there were roughly 8.8 million® personnel, composed of both
volunteers and draftees, who served in the Vietnam War. As of 2015 there are an estimated
6.4M Veterans.

> Estimates reported here do not represent the number of troops deployed, killed, or wounded.
They only represent Veterans who responded to the ACS in 2015.

» Vietnam War Veterans are identified through the variable Veteran Period of Service (VPS) where
respondents answered with either Vietham Era/Korean War/WWII, Vietnam War/Korean, or
Vietham War.

» Vietnam Veteran ages range from 55 to 97 years old. In order to make equitable comparisons,
these Veterans are compared with the civilian population of the same age group. Both groups
are likely to exhibit characteristics that are associated with that age cohort.

» Vietnam Veterans are predominantly men (97%) whereas non-Veterans are mostly women
(64%). Any characteristic (e.g. income) associated with sex will be affected by the
inherent differences amongst men and women.

lus. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, “Vietnam Conflict—U.S. Military Forces in Vietnam and Casualties Incurred:
1961 to 1972”, table 590, Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1977 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Commerce,
Bureau of the Census, 1980), 369.
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» This profile was prepared by the National Center for Veterans Analysis and Statistics. For general
inquiries, please email us at VANCVAS@va.gov

» The code and instructions to reproduce this profile is available on GitHub
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https://www.va.gov/vetdata/
https://github.com/mihiriyer/vietnam-prod



